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R 162309Z SEP 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

UNCLAS STATE 220931 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, BO, Cl, PE 

SUBJECT: SELECTION OF COLOR TV SYSTEMS 

1. AMEMBASSY QUITO HAS REPORTED FOLLOWING WHICH MAY BE 
USEFUL IN DISCUSSIONS WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS: THREE 
PRINCIPAL TELEVISION CHANNELS IN ECUADOR (CH. 10, NATIONAL 
NETWORK, ORIGINATING IN GUAYAQUIL; AND CHA. 4 AND 8 IN 
QUITO) ARE PRIVATELY-OWNED. CHANNEL 4 BEGAN COLOR TELECASTS 
WITH NTSC SYSTEM IN DECEMBER 1973, AND CHANNEL 8 FOLLOWED 
SUIT SOME MONTHS LATER. MOST TELECASTING ON 4 AND 8 IS NOW 
DONE IN COLOR, AND COLOR RECEIVERS, DESPITE HIGH COST, ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE IN MOST MEDIUM-TO LARGE APPLIANCE 
STORES. ZENITH, ADMIRAL AND PHILCO DISTRIBUTORS ADVERTISE 
EXTENSIVELY. HITACHI AND SONY APPARENTLY ALSO ENJOY 

BRISK SALES. 

2. NTSC COLOR IS THEREFORE AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT IN ECUADOR. 
GOE OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMED EMBOFFS THAT, GIVEN THIS SITUA- 
TION, IT WOULD BE RIDICULOUS FOR GOE TO TRY TO CHANGE 
SYSTEMS. SISCO 
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